Woodland management
Achieving low carbon development
through forest ownership

INTRODUCTION
Woodland areas form a system of components that work together and interact with each
other as a coherent mechanism that creates a complex whole.
Finland's most prominent land cover is woodland that make up 75% of the total land area.
The forests fall under the category of boreal coniferous zone, where the most important
species include pine (Pinus), spruce (Picea) and birch (Betula). The woodlands play a
significant role both globally and nationally, which makes woodland management vitally
important. The management means all the human actions that affect the forest
ecosystems (Grossberg S.P., 2009). When managed well, forests and woodlands are a
renewable resource with minimum waste and energy use (Kangas et. al. 2015).
Ways to achieve low carbon development
through forest ownership
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The main laws regulating woodlands are the Forest Act (1996) and the Nature
Conservation Act (1996). One of the main guidelines is to practice uneven-aged forest
management. In this method, portions of the forest are left in their natural state to ensure
biodiversity. When a forest is cut down, the owner also has to make sure that the forest is
regenerated. When a forest is cut down, the owner also has to make sure that the forest is
regenerated. Additionally, there are voluntary guidelines that forest owners can follow in
order to be more sustainable. Well-managed woodlands hold the potential to contribute
to low carbon development.
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Actions certain forest owners can take to achieve
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METHODS

Forest and soil absorb carbon from the atmosphere for their life cycle.
They create a carbon sink or act as a carbon storage. When plants are
decomposed and trees are logged or burned, carbon dioxide is released.

CONCLUSIONS
Public and private forest owners as well as companies have
different ways to manage their forests. On the private sector, the
owner has a lot of power and responsibility when it comes and
low carbon development. There are of course guidelines that
need to be followed to ensure sustainability. Still the owner of
the forest has the power of choosing what he or she does with
the forest. They can choose whether the forest is cut down or
protected, what tree species are planted and if harvested, to
whom the wood goes and so on. It was also found out that the
confidence level of the forest owner is important when it comes
to woodland management (Takala et.al. 2017) . The confidence
level is dependent on the knowledge and know-how of the
owner. An owner that is not confident has to rely on outside
expertise that often have their own interests in mind. Therefore,
it would be important to make forest owners aware of the
pressing issues and low carbon development so that they would
be able to make decisions that are sustainable and in line with
their own values.
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Methods used to prepare the article
can be divided into two groups:
1) qualitative methods, which include
interviews that were carried out during
the lectures with the specialists in
forestry and aerial department; subject
literature containing explanations of
concepts, processes, research results in
woodland management field.
2) quantitative methods, which include
use of Finland's statistic database
regarding forestry, land use and
economy.
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