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INTRODUCTION
In an era of uncertainties due to current climate change, we need to develop resilient societies that are able to adapt to possible crisis. Especially
the cities have a major role in global emissions. Global agreements with ambitious targets have been signed but the changes are not happening
fast enough. We have all the knowledge but the question is about engaging all the actors of the society. We have collected some methods that we
think are useful for enhancing a low carbon society in cities and villages. Steps towards the right direction have been taken but is it enough?
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Is it enough to build cycle streets
and electric plugs?

Is bioenergy really low carbon?
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If wooden buildings are supposed to be
low carbon, is it sustainable to go on
with the construction boom?

Does bioeconomy threaten food
security?

HOW CAN WE WORK THIS OUT?
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The circle presents a shift from a linear way of thinking
towards a circular model. The circulation of the
ecosystems, where everything is connected and nothing
is wasted, can be utilized in cities, villages and
communities. Instead of extracting virgin natural
resources that turn into products and finally into waste, all
material, products and resources should be recycled, reused
or used as inputs in other processes.
The circle illustrates that sectors like water, food, waste and
energy are all connected in various ways, and the material is
circulating in different forms.
The advantage of a local circular economy with a high
self-sufficiency rate is the increase of community
resilience, resource scarcity and emission reduction.

COMMUNITY

CORPORATIONS

For a societal change, we need actions from all sectors. All the
sectors interact in different relations to each other. E.g. governments
form a framework of rules and finances within which the other actors
are able to work. The corporation can make sustainable investments
and produce low carbon options for the citizens to choose.
However, the practical actions and emissions of everyday life
happen on the grassroots level of the community. How do we live and
consume?
The actors of each sector can be divided into three groups:
- Pioneers: new ideas, will to change, courage to experiment, “outside
the box” thinking

Education
Land use planning
Community
participation &
empowerment
Networks
Joint purchases
Industrial symbiosis
Research &
monitoring

- Followers: “the big masses”, follow the mainstream ways, join the
pioneers step by step
- Resistants: not willing to change, but will eventually join the
followers

CONCLUSIONS
Experience shows that community has power to push both governments and corporations to enhance low carbon development. That is why
it is important to engage and empower the grassroots level, and to develop links between those ready to act. We have the knowledge and we
know what we want, so it is time to stop making excuses!
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